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General Licensing Terms for Electronic Publications 

Status: 04/25/2023 

The Gesellschaft für Technische Kommunikation – tekom Deutschland e.V. distributes the publications 

produced by tcworld GmbH for tekom Deutschland and tekom Europe as well as its own publications. 

The following license conditions apply to all publications distributed at tekom.eu and regulate the 

conditions between tekom Deutschland (Heilbronner Straße 86, 70191 Stuttgart, Germany, hereinafter 

referred to as “Licensor”) and you as licensee (hereinafter referred to as “Licensee”) with regard to the use 

of the publication ordered by you (hereinafter referred to as “Publication”). 

1. Subject Matter of the Agreement 

Upon payment in full of the agreed fee, Licensee shall be granted certain usage rights in respect of the copy 

of the Publication made available online in PDF form. These usage rights are listed under Paragraph 4 of this 

Agreement. 

2. Validity of the Licensing Terms 

tcworld GmbH shall perform its contractually agreed services only on the basis of these Licensing Terms. 

The Licensing Terms shall apply exclusively. Deviating contract terms and conditions of Licensee shall not be 

recognized by Licensor unless Licensee has expressly agreed in writing that they are valid. These Licensing 

Terms shall apply even if Licensor performs the services without reservation, in full knowledge of opposing 

terms and conditions or terms and conditions that deviate from these Licensing Terms, and without 

explicitly objecting to the deviating terms and conditions. 

3. Conclusion of the Licensing Agreement 

(1) By sending the order form available on the tekom WebPortal (tekom.de) online or by mail, or by sending 

an order email to Licensor, Licensee is submitting an offer to conclude the Licensing Agreement. Licensee 

must agree to these Licensing Terms in order for any offer on its part to be valid. Licensee's agreement can 

be expressed either by checking the relevant section on the order form or by communicating its agreement 

by email upon receiving a notice of receipt from Licensor. 

(2) Licensor accepts the offer by sending the invoice in case of prepayment, in all other cases by sending the 

ordered PDF file to you in your capacity as Licensee.  

4. Rights of Use 

(1) Once the agreed fee has been paid in full, Licensee shall acquire the non-exclusive right to use the 

Publication as follows, with no restriction regarding time or geographical location: Licensee is entitled to 
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save the Publication on a storage medium used by Licensee (PC, laptop, tablet etc.) and to print it out for 

personal use. Licensee shall be additionally granted the right to reproduce and distribute the Publication – 

whether in printed or digital form, online or offline – in its company (at all locations and branches) so that 

employees or colleagues within the firm can use it. The Publication may be made electronically available 

only in internal corporate networks, such as on the company's intranet. Licensee is permitted to cite the 

Publication during speeches and presentations – even by mentioning individual sections in full – and to 

recommend its application. Besides these exceptions, the use, and particularly the reproduction, 

distribution, presentation, exhibition, dispatch, and provision of public access to the Publication and any 

adaptations or treatments, are not permitted. 

(2) The usage rights acquired through the license may not be assigned onwards to third parties (for example 

subcontractors, customers, etc.). Third parties may purchase the usage rights – subject to the provisions in 

Paragraph 1 – solely from Licensor directly, by concluding this Licensing Agreement. Licensee (for example a 

service provider or advisor) is permitted to recommend the application of the Publication to its own 

customers. If a customer asks for a copy of the Publication, it can either purchase this for its own use 

directly from Licensor, or arrange for its service provider, as the customer's representative, to purchase this 

and to provide details of the potential licensee. 

5. Other Obligations 

(1) If the Publication is reproduced and distributed within the company, a copy of these Licensing Terms 

must be attached or the following internet address indicated, where the license text is permanently 

available for download at tekom.eu/tekom/downloads. 

(2) References to the validity of these licensing terms and all copyright notices must remain unaltered and 

may not be deleted. 

(3) The full title of the Publication must always be cited together with the name of the author and publisher. 

The current version status must always be stated. 

6. Fee 

(1) Licensee is obliged to pay the agreed fee. This shall correspond to the prices stated on the tekom 

WebPortal (tekom.eu) and applicable at the time of the Agreement's conclusion. 

(2) Members of tekom shall be given the Publication on account; non-members and non-contributing 

members must pay for the Publication in advance.  

(3) The fee shall be due fourteen days after the invoice date. 

(4) The statutory provisions shall apply in the event of default. 

7. Termination 

Any breach of the obligations arising out of these Licensing Terms shall entitle Licensor to terminate the 

Licensing Agreement without notice. Before this right of termination is exercised, Licensee must be issued a 

warning and asked to remedy this breach of contract without undue delay, for which a reasonable grace 

period should be given. Upon extraordinary termination of the Agreement without notice, all of Licensee's 

usage rights shall expire. 
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8. Liability for Defects and Other Liability 

(1) The statutory provisions shall apply. 

(2) Contributory negligence shall be imputed to Licensee in the event of insufficient cooperation, delayed 

notification of damage or losses, or for other reasons. 

(3) Licensee is obliged to notify Licensor in writing of any damage or losses within the meaning of the above 

provisions promptly upon obtaining knowledge thereof and to have this recorded by Licensor, so that 

Licensor is informed as early as possible and can, where necessary, take steps to mitigate this loss or 

damage together with Licensee. 

(4) A breach of these obligations to cooperate can result in the compensation claim being reduced or 

debarred. 

9. Final Provisions 

(1) The Agreement between Licensee and tcworld GmbH and the entire legal relationship are subject to the 

laws of the Federal Republic of Germany, to the exclusion of the United Nations Convention on Contracts for 

the International Sale of Goods (CISG). 

(2) The place of jurisdiction for all disputes arising out of or in connection with this Agreement and its 

implementation is Stuttgart, Germany, provided that Licensee is a merchant, a legal entity under public law, 

or a special fund under public law within the meaning of Section 38, German Code of Civil Procedure (ZPO). 

(3) Any agreements reached between Licensor and Licensee that deviate from these Licensing Terms shall 

only be effective if they were made in writing or in the electronic form replacing the written form (Section 

126a, German Civil Code (BGB) – qualified electronic signature). This also applies to any waiver of the 

requirement for the written form. 

(4) These Licensing Terms and other data pertaining to the contractual relationship shall be saved by 

Licensor upon conclusion of the Agreement. The Licensing Terms are available in German and in English. 

They can be downloaded in their current form at tekom.eu/tekom/downloads. Old versions are no longer 

accessible. 
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